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Greater Pittsburgh Commu-
nity Food Bank; Holy Family
Institute; Make-A-Wish; Sal-
vation Army-Project Bundle-
Up: United Way: and many
others have benefited.
. Father Kris Stubna, dioce-
san secretary for education,

singled out Rooney's support
of Catholic schools over the

years, :

“For so many years now,
Dan Rooney has been a great
friend to Catholic education.
Certainly he has provided
enormous support for count-
less initiatives like the Bish-
op's Education Fund, the
North Side Friends and
Neighbors, the Extra Mile
Education Association, North
Catholic and Cardinal Wright
Regional School and others.
But more important, Dan
has invested himself person-
ally in our efforts,” Father
Stubna said. B

“He loves children and
youth and has been for them
a model of everything that is
good about being a person of
faith. He models for all he

can. Dan Rooney is a man of

mpassion, and it is always
a joy to interact with him," he

“Our Art Rooney Sr.
Courage House Luncheon is
our largest fund-raiser each
year,” said Diana Fryer, exec-
Family Foundation. “The
luncheon honors a Steeler
player who has demonstrat-
ed courage by overcoming
some particular personal
adversity, as well as a Holy
Family alumnus who has
had a similar accomplish-

and has been a huge factor in
the success of the Holy Fam-

ly Instiftte; il s
“We have many photos in

our halls of Art Rooney with
the children living here in the
days when he was support-
ing us through the United
Way. Pittsburgh is a large city
with many foundations, and
we feel very fortunate to have
Dan Rooney's continuing
support,” she said.

Father Thomas Sparacino,
pastor of St. Mary of Mercy in
Downtown Pittsburgh, said,
“l know Mr. Rooney to be a
faith-filled man and friend to
all he meets. When I came to
St. Mary's a year and a half
ago, Mr. Rooney was one of
the first to welcome me to my
new home. He has been a
constant  support and
encouraging to me in this my
first pastorate.”

“Dan Rooney is more than
just a Pittsburgher. He's from
the North Side,” said Mercy
Sister Ignatius Rooney, also a
native of Pittsburgh’s North
Side who attended the same
Catholic elementary school,
St. Peter, as Dan Rooney. St.
Peter became part of Cardi-
nal Wright Regional School,
and Dan Rooney continues to
give his personal support as

“They host the event at
Heinz Field and he is always
there. He's an essential part
of our effort; it is all about his
desire to help the children
and young people on the
North Side,” said Sister

tius, who is a committee
‘member. “He has always
been a strong supporter of

Father Benjamin Walker,
former pastor and now
parochial vicar at St. Peter
Parish, has known Dan

5 Rooney for more than 13

years. “Humility explains
him, He is a humble and gen-
‘erous man. He contributes to

numerous community

affairs, and is probably hit up
for everything that goes on in
Pittsburgh.”

Father Ben observed that
Rooney is “very faithful — a
daily communicant, if possi-
ble, and he goes to church
when and wherever it fits his
schedule. He and his wife are
almost always at Friday night
adoration, or at Benediction,
and he always comes back to
the sacristy to say hello.”

When Father Ben was hos-
pitalized with leukemia,
Rooney called to check on
him, once from Indianapolis,
and on another occasion
from an NFL owners’ meet-

ing. Father Ben later had a

mild stroke, and Rooney
again called to keep informed
on his progress. “He is a good
friend — the genuine article,
and a good family man.”

In addition to extensive
involvement in Pittsburgh
philanthropy, Rooney also

supports an international

program as well, through the
Ireland Funds, which he co-

founded in 1976 with Antho-
ny O'Reilly, former chairman
of Heinz. The program is ded-
icated to raising money to
support programs of peace
and reconciliation, arts and
culture, education and com-
munity development
throughout Ireland.

O'Reilly’s tribute to Rooney

is perhaps the best summary
of his character: “of all the fig-

ures that identify to me what
it is to be an American — to
be fair, to be honest, to be
good-humored, to be wise, to
be a fine parent to both your
family and the wider family of
your team and your fans and
the American public — the
best man would be Dan
Rooney. And in saying that, I
am conscious that behind
him is the extraordinary fig-
ure of this wife, Pat, the
mother of his nine children, a
dedicated and tireless worker

- for-education and.the poor

and theunderprivileged.”
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