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Tim Tebow uses eye black to convey messages of victory off the 
field

By Ted Lewis, The Times-Picayune 
December 28, 2009, 6:56PM

As much as for his signature jump pass, Tim Tebow is known for inscribing Bible verses on the eye black he 
wears for games. 

Tebow’s choice for last season’s BCS championship game against Oklahoma, John 3:16, drew a reported 93 
million Google hits that day. 

"I was just putting on my eye black and I realized that if I put a 
Bible verse on it, somebody might actually get something out of 
it," Tebow said Monday. "It’s just gained more and more 
momentum and steam, more and more people have recognized it, 
and now it’s just got a life of its own." 

Tebow is undecided on what he will be wearing in the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl on Friday night, although he’s not lacking for advice 
from fans. 

"I really lean toward something that’s going through my heart," he 
said. "If there’s something going through my heart that week, or 
whatever it is, I think people understand more and learn more 
from it."

Here are the verses Tebow has worn over the past two seasons: 

2008 

Regular season: Philippians 4:13 — "I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me."  

BCS championship game: John 3:16 — "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life." 

 
2009 

Sept. 5 vs. Charleston Southern: Proverbs 3: 5-6 — "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."  

Sept. 12 vs. Troy: Mark 8:36 — "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?"  
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Sept. 19 vs. Tennessee: Romans 8:28 — "And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose."  

Sept. 26 at Kentucky: Isaiah 40:31 — "But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."  

Oct. 10 at LSU: Thessalonians 5:18 — "Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus."  

Oct. 17 vs. Arkansas: Psalms 23:1 — "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want."  

Oct. 24 at Mississippi State: Ephesians 4:32 — "And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you."  

Oct. 31 vs. Georgia: Philippians 4:6-7 — "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."  

Nov. 7 vs. Vanderbilt: Colossians 3:23 — "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men."  

Nov. 14 at South Carolina: Joshua 1:8-9 — "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. Have not I 
commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the 
LordLORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest."  

Nov. 21 vs. Florida International: Romans 1:16 — "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."  

Nov. 28 vs. Florida State: Hebrews 12: 1-2 — "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us. Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God."  

SEC championship game, Dec. 5 vs. Alabama: John 16:33 — "These things I have spoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world."  
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