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Quarterback for Life
 
During this year's American football championship, the Super 
Bowl, a pro-life television commercial has sparked controversy. 
Background on a moving story by Stefanie Stark 

By Robert Moynihan, reportingjromAmerica 

Controversy over Life at the Super Bowl 

Tomorrow evening, millions of America will be glued to their television screens to watch the 
final championship game of the professional football season, the "Super Bowl" game between 
the Indianapolis Colts and the New Orleans Saints. 

In the weeks leading up the game, there has been an intensifying "quarterback controversy," but 
not involving either of the starting quarterbacks. 

Rather, it involves a young man named Tim Tebow, who just graduated from college in 
December. He is one of the best young quarterbacks in the country, and a pro-life television 
commercial featuring his mother will air for 30 seconds during the "big game." Hearing of this, 
pro-abortion groups have protested and sought to have the ad canceled. 

I asked a good friend, a Catholic mother and writer/researcher Stefanie Stark, who lives a short 
distance from the Tebow family in Jacksonville, Florida, to look into the background of this 



She was scared and ran away to have the abortion but said that, ultimately, she could not do it because 
she was convicted by the truth. 

I cannot wait to hold this baby when he is born, kiss him and say, "Welcome to the world, Little One!" 

Each of us is given opportunities to evangelize, to proclaim the Good News, and to speak out for 
innocent life. 

Sometimes those moments come when you least expect it, like my encounter with Krista, and sometimes 
they are planned, like the Tebow ad. 

How many mothers planning an abortion might instead choose life because of the witness ofPam and 
Tim Tebow this Sunday? Only God knows. 

But I am proud of Tim Tebow for using the platform given to him because of the gift of his athletic 
talent as an opportunity to share his Christian faith, embolden other Christians, and speak out on behalf 
of the unborn. All of us, you and I, have the same obligation, regardless of our station in life. Are we 
fulfilling it? 

It seems to this writer that Tim Tebow's father got even more than he wished for: a quarterback and a 
preacher. Instead of separating his athletic career from his faith, reserving it only for Sundays at church, 
Tim Tebow has managed to successfully marry his outward life with his inner faith. Maybe each of us 
Christians, whether Catholic or Protestant or Orthodox, should take a page from young Tebow's 
playbook. 

"He that takes truth for his gUide, and duty for his end, may safely trust to God's prOVidence to lead him 
aright. "-Blaise Pascal (French mathematician, philosopher, physicist and writer, 1623-1662) 

Note: We still have one spot open on our Easter pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome. Ifyou would like 
information about this trip, please email usimmediatelyat:editor@jnsidethevatican.com 
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