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Athletics outfielder Grant Desme has retired to become a Catholic priest. A's farm 

director Keith Lieppman confirmed that Desme, who led the Arizona Fall League with 11 

home runs en route to MVP honors, has given up the game.

Lieppman said Desme called A's general manager Billy Beane earlier in the week to 

inform him of his decision. Lieppman, who has since spoken with Desme, said the 

organization respects Desme's decision but will miss him on the field.

"To do that when you are at the top of your game, it's a powerful thing, and the 

organization has to respect that," Lieppman said. "Somebody will step up, somebody 

will take advantage of the opportunity they may not otherwise have gotten, but he will 

not be easy to replace. With the tools he has, he had tremendous potential. But I would 

imagine his potential is equally great on this new path considering his commitment."

Desme, 23, was the only player in the minor leagues to post a 30-30 season last year, 

with 31 homers and 40 stolen bases between low Class A Kane County and high Class A 

Stockton. It was the first full season for the 2007 second-round pick out of Cal Poly, 

who had missed most of his debut year and 2008 with wrist and shoulder injuries.

Desme ranked eighth on Baseball America's Top 10 Prospects for the Oakland 
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12 Comments 

Good for him. At least he has a good perspective on life.

Posted by Tyler | January 22, 2010 at 2:22 pm | Shortcut 

Dang…I thought Ministry broke up a while ago?    I guess bringing back 80's metal is 

as good of life's purpose as anything else.

Posted by Heath | January 22, 2010 at 2:45 pm | Shortcut 

i agree that his perspective is refreshing, but it's still foolish. i wouldn't necessarily 

consider that a mature decision. i might be wrong, but it smacks of youthful 

imprudence.

Posted by jimn | January 22, 2010 at 2:56 pm | Shortcut 

What a waste . . . too bad his talent wasn't given to someone who appreciated it. This 

is horrible news for the A's, to whom he had made a commitment. Sorry, but I'm not 

impressed by this holier-than-thou stuff. 

Posted by HeavyHitter | January 22, 2010 at 3:08 pm | Shortcut 

Lets find out what Order of Priests or diocese he is trying out for and support him. This 

is a remarkable human event and a great day. Go A's and go Tribe.
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God bless Grant Desme, and best of luck in his future. Whether or not he would have 

been an MLB star or a bit player, the fact is that God seems to have even bigger and 

more important plans for his life. I can't even begin to imagine all the lives that his will 

now impact in a far more significant way than baseball would ever allow. Again, good 

luck and God bless him.

Posted by Matt Veasey | January 25, 2010 at 9:11 am | Shortcut 
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